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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 68-71 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

• Previously pending claims 58-61, 64, and 65, and new claims 66 and 67 are 
directed towards forming an image filename based upon information transferred 
from a memory card. 

• Claims 68-71 are directed merely towards storing additional information in an 
application marker segment of a JPEG image file. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claims 68-71 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to 
a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 58-61 and 64-67 are objected to for the following reasons: 

• In each of claims 58-61 and 64-67, applicant recites the phrase "instruction 
information". However, it is clear from the specification that what is being 
retrieved from the detachable recording medium is not instruction information, 
but attribute information used in generating an image file name. The specification 



Application/Control Number: 08/892,092 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2612 

does not describe the information transferred from the memory card as 
"instruction information". As discussed on page 14 of the specification, the 
information being transferred from the memory card is described as "attribute 
information" or "file name constituting information". Furthermore, this 
information transferred from the memory card does not contain instructions for 
naming the image file. It merely provides attribute information, used by 
instructions stored in the camera, to generate a file name. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 58-61, 64, and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sakagami et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,497,194) in view of Sarbadhikari et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,477,264) and further in view of Kawamura et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,899,581). 

5. Regarding claim 58, Sakagami discloses an electronic camera capable of selectably 
recording image or voice data. More specifically, Sakagami discloses a switch (18) for 
selectably choosing to record image data from the image pickup device (14) or voice data from 
the microphone (16), and a memory card (12) for recording the generated image or voice data. 
The camera (11) also includes the ability to read image and voice data from the memory card. 
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Sakagami, however, fails to explicitly disclose retrieving instruction information pre- 
recorded in the detachable recording medium for determining a file name. Sarbadhikari, on the 
other hand, discloses that it is well known in the art to read out instruction information that is 
stored in a memory card, which is used in the processing of the image files. More specifically, 
Sarbadhikari discloses the use of "software enhancement" files which are uploaded to the camera 
firmware in order to enhance the software located in the camera. These enhancements include 
programs for processing the image data, as well as programs for adjusting the operating 
parameters of the camera. See column 7, line 55 to column 8, line 3 and column 8, line 50 to 
column 9, line 1. These files allow a camera's operation and abilities to be constantly upgraded 
or automatically adjusted. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to retrieve instruction information pre-recorded in a 
removable recording medium in order to upgrade or adjust the abilities of the camera in 
Sakagami. 

The combination of Sakagami and Sarbadhikari, however, does not disclose using the 
instruction information to determine a file name, wherein the file name includes a leading 
portion comprising characters generated in accordance with the instruction information. 
Kawamura, on the other hand, discloses that it is well known in the art to generate image file 
names using characters in the leading portion and a serial number in the trailing portion. More 

specifically, Kawamura discloses a method of generating image file names which include a 

f 

character or characters representing various characteristics of the captured image. For instance 
an image with a filename that begins with S is an image that is a single shot image. And an 
image with a filename that begins with a C is an image that is a continuous image. See column 
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3, lines 15-22. This naming convention is done so different types of images are readily 
distinguished from each other (col. 3, lines 40-41). Therefore, when used with the teachings of 
Sakagami and Sarbadhikari (in particular), one of ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
obvious to update or upgrade the camera to provide the headings taught in Kawamura, so that the 
captured images could be easily distinguished from one another. 

6. Regarding claim 59, Kawamura teaches that a plurality of characters could be used to 
distinguish each image (col. 5, lines 5-14). Additionally, Kawamura teaches that the characters 
precede the serial number. See Figures 2 and 8. 

7. Claim 60 is considered a method claim corresponding to claim 58. Please see the 
discussion of claim 58 on the preceding pages. 

8. Claim 61 is considered a method claim corresponding to claim 59. Please see the 
discussion of claim 59 above. 

9. Claim 64 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 58. Please see the discussion of 
claim 58 above. 

10. Claim 65 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 58. Please see the discussion of 
claim 58 above. 

11. Claims 66 and 67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawamura et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,899,581) in view of Sarbadhikari et ah (U.S. Patent No, 
5,477,264) . 

12. Regarding claim 66, Kawamura discloses a camera capable of generating image file 
names based on a generation condition of a camera system at the time of image capture. More 
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specifically, Kawamura discloses a method of generating image file names which include a 
character or characters representing various characteristics of the captured image. For instance 
an image with a filename that begins with S is an image that is a single shot image. And an 
image with a filename that begins with a C is an image that is a continuous image. See column 
3, lines 15-22. Additionally, Kawamura discloses adding character information to an image file 
name based on the mode a camera was in during image capture. For instance, in a selected 

compression mode the character is L, M, or H, representing low, medium, or high compression. 

> 

Inherently, the camera of Kawamura would include a selection means for selecting the camera 
mode or compression rate. This naming convention is done so different types of images are 
readily distinguished from each other (col. 3, lines 40-41). 

Kawamura, however, fails to explicitly disclose retrieving the information that is pre- 
recorded in the detachable recording medium. Sarbadhikari, on the other hand, discloses a 
camera which has programs and data stored on a removable memory card which, when inserted 
into the camera, downloads operational information to the camera. More specifically, that it is 
well known in the art to read out instruction information that is stored in a memory card, which 
is used in the processing of the image files. More specifically, Sarbadhikari discloses the use of 
"software enhancement" files which are uploaded to the camera firmware in order to enhance the 
software located in the camera. These enhancements include programs for processing the image 
data, as well as programs for adjusting the operating parameters of the camera. See column 7, 
line 55 to column 8, line 3 and column 8, line 50 to column 9, line 1. These files allow a 
camera's operation and abilities to be constantly upgraded or automatically adjusted. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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retrieve instruction information pre-recorded in a removable recording medium in order to 
upgrade or adjust the abilities of the camera in Kawamura. 

13. Claim 67 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 66. Please see the discussion of 
claim 66 above. 

14. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Villecco whose telephone number is (571) 272-7319. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on (571) 272-7308. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact Ithfi Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





